
His story is a wonderful reminder of the deep roots Ring 43 has in the Chicago magic community.  Looking
ahead, our next meeting will be Works in Progress Night, a chance to bring something you’re currently
practicing, experimenting with, or still trying to figure out. These evenings are always some of the most
valuable meetings we have — a chance to test ideas, get feedback, and learn from one another in a
supportive environment.

As always, thank you for being part of the Ring 43 community. Bring something to share, bring your curiosity,
and we’ll see you at Magic Inc. on March 20th.

This month’s issue is another great reminder of what makes Ring
43 such a special community. Inside, you’ll find a recap of our
February Show & Tell meeting, where members shared favorite
tricks, books, props, and pieces from their collections. From classic
sleight-of-hand to clever routines and a few surprise moments, it
was a perfect example of the variety of magic and creativity that
lives inside our club.

We also continue our Prez Says column with a thoughtful look at
the newly released Conover books and the thinking behind Tim
Conover’s magic, along with a fascinating Member Spotlight
highlighting the life and legacy of Chicago magician Tommy
“Edwards” Pacholski.

Last Month:  Show and Tell
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The Month & Upcoming

Next Meeting:  Friday, 
March 20th, at 7:00 pm 

@ Magic Inc

The program for our February meeting was
Show and Tell, an opportunity to show us your
favorite trick, newest trick, a unique prop or
gimmick, a favorite book or something special
from your magical collection.

Alec went first and showed the book "Modern
Magic" by Professor Hoffman, a classic book
which is being newly re-released by IBM.

Jay Collen fanned a deck of cards and closed
the fan and turned the top card face up. He
then palmed the top card off, but when he
opened his hand the palmed card had
completely vanished!

For our Front Table Mike Kamlet showed the Gene Anderson Newspaper Tear. Some people say the trick
is ripping but Mike says it's tearable...

Alec Schraegle then did JC Wagner’s Torn and Restored Card Trick. He had Craig Reader sign a card
then tore it into quarters, handed one to Craig, and restored the other three pieces. Craig's corner
matched the restored card.
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John Hutsebaut handed out rubber bands and then taught the
Broken and Restored Rubber Band Trick. To help people see what
the moves were, he performed it with a hair band which was
easily visible to everybody. Next he taught Card Warp by Roy
Walton. In this classic, a card is folded in half and a second card
(a Queen) was folded and placed inside it. When the Queen was
pushed through the other card it mysteriously turned inside out
repeatedly.

Tony George show cased the book "Effortless Card Magic" by
Peter Duffie,

Kevin Sowizrol showed the book "Diamonds of Performance"
which he highly recommended.

Next, Edwin Vargas did a nifty Cups and Balls routine with three
surprise loads at the end.

Levi, a guest, performed a nice coin routine where four coins
magically jumped, one at a time, from his hand to a glass.

Last up, Paco Perez had Alec pick a card from a deck with a hole
drilled through it. He returned the card to the deck and put a
padlock through the whole deck. The card vanished from the
locked and deck was found in a bag inside a padlocked brass
tube which had yet another brass tube inside of it!

Mike closed the meeting with a presentation on Tarbell's course
of Magic including showing the original manuscripts. He also
showed a couple of books about Tarbell with additional materials
and biographical info, and a cutout book of magic.



Open Mic Night
Thurs Mar 12th 7PM 

Vitos Vault
5901 W Lawrence 

suggested donation $5
email to Ben at adso1327@gmail.com 

if you’d like to perform
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Member Spotlight

Thomas Pacholski or Tommy Edwards (1926-1994)

Tommy (Edwards) Pacholski, the man with the derby hat, was
born in Chicago and saw his first magicians at age eight.
Tommy did shows in grammar school and high school. He
spent time in Army Air Force as a flying crew chief in Europe.
Tommy joined the I.B.M. with membership number 7620. He
became a charter member of Ring 43, although at the time he
was too young to join, but since he was in uniform and leaving
to fight overseas, they made an exception.

 In the 1950’s Tommy worked night clubs in Cicero with Senator
Clark Crandall, but he soon took a job in sales.

Tommy also spent many years teaching magic at the YMCA.
The faculty included: Frances Marshall (magic for kids), Prince
Dono (Don Alan), Dr. Tarbell, Okito, Crandall, Paul Stadelman, Al
Sharpe, Salvador Sala and Tommy. They got $ 5 a lesson or $75
in advance for 20 lessons. 

In the 1950’s Ring 43 was going through a low-membership-depleted-treasury period. Tommy and
architect/magician Roy Blass had become friends. Roy was President in 1950-51 and Tommy was
Secretary in 1953-54, and through their efforts, and, of course, others, the Ring became healthy again. It
became THE Ring to join. Tommy also served as Ring 43’s President 1963-64.

Tommy took a job with Carson Pirie Scott and Company in their furniture department as a consultant
and designer for motels, offices, stores, and hotels. Roy Blass had wanted to begin his own mosaic tile
business but still keep his architect business. Tommy and Myrtle Blass (Roy's wife), became the
backbone of that business, Burton and Associates. While Tommy was successful, he wanted to branch
out on his own. Tommy got his real estate broker's license and an extensive library of books on real
estate. At one point, Tommy owned close to 30 buildings in Bucktown. Magic became less and less a
part of his life. But a severe heart attack got him back into magic, During recovery he had lots of time
and his friends such as Jack Pyle, John Shirley and Jay Marshall visited him regularly with new books
and new techniques. Tommy soon became interested in card magic and renewed his attendance at
meetings and lectures. Tommy became a regular at Abbotts and F.F.F.F.

Jay Marshall described Tommy: “He is one of the most genuine, down-to-earth, kind and generous
persons I have ever met, and that is saying a great deal for I know a large number of magicians.
Tommy is my best friend. I have lunch with him virtually every day. We complain to each other about
the affairs of the world.” 

mailto:adso1327@gmail.com


The Conover Books

One of the most highly anticipated set
of books was finally released at the end
of last year. Eric Mead took on the task
of writing up Tim Conover’s material; a
journey that lasted over 10 years (and
chronicled in the first volume). The
release also generated some
“controversary” over the deluxe edition
which sold out within 30-40 minutes of
the book launch (and there were 500
deluxe sets). 

Prez Says...

The concern some had was that the deluxe edition contained additional material on Tim’s
memorized deck which was not part of the standard edition. I was able to get the deluxe edition
(somehow my retries worked) so I’ll comment on material at the end. The first volume contains Tim’s
magic effects including several coin tricks, his money trick (where bills change denomination
multiple times) and other short visual effects. Tim didn’t care for “story” effects and preferred strong
visual magic. 

Volume 2 contains his mentalism effects. I found a few interesting items here including his
newspaper prediction which I performed at the holiday party. With this effect, Tim handed out a
prediction and then had a piece of newspaper selected. This piece was torn in half multiple times
and each time the spectator has a free choice of which piece to keep. The spectator is left with one
piece in each hand (no switches) and makes the final decision to keep a piece and places a finger
in the middle of the piece. The prediction is read to recap the tearing and states that the word (let’s
say “lucky”) will be found underneath the finger. When the spectator checks, they do not see the
word, but when they turn over the piece, the word “lucky” is found in the middle. There’s also an
interesting method for a drawing duplication and Tim’s book test that can be done with any set of
books (well after making some alterations). 

The third volume is Tim’s Cylinder and Coins. Six versions are presented along with all the details of
how each version came about. While I’ll never do the effect, it was interesting to see Tim’s thinking. 

Now the fourth volume which is only in the deluxe edition has about 100 pages of Tim’s memorized
deck work plus note cards from shows, table of contents notes from some of his books (the system
is described in the other volumes) as well as some scripts from trade shows. The memorized deck
“notes” as they are not as fully documented as the other material are more ideas. Tim’s stack can
be formed from new deck order, but it’s very messy (lots of running 4 or 5 cards) and really not
practical. The stack itself doesn’t really have any great stack dependent routines or properties, and
Tim’s routines with the stack are not fully documented nor anything revolutionary. So some may be
disappointed if they were hoping for great material in volume 4. They say that if you find one or two
effects that you can use then it’s a good book and I certainly found a few things I would do.
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Events Calendar

1838 W Lawrence Ave. Chicago, IL 60640
*Meeting date may be different from our normal 3

Friday of the month, details pending.

rd

Meeting location is graciously
hosted by 

Chicago Magic Lounge - Shows Every Night! 
chicagomagiclounge.com.
Coin Magic Study Group - Work through the
classic coin magic book, Bobo’s Modern Coin
Magic, on the second Saturday of every
month from 2 pm - 4 pm.
Magic Inc. - Support your local magic shop! 
For more info, call 773-334-2855 or
magicinc.net.
Club Meetings:
S.A.M. Assembly 3—At Magic Inc, first Monday
of the month 6:30pm.
www.magicalchicago.com 
Conjurer’s Corner Magic Club—Fourth
Monday, Mr. Beef & Pizza, 1796 S. Elmhurst Rd.,
Mt. Prospect. 
Magic Masters—Fourth Wednesday, The
Station Pub & Restaurant, 6657 South Street,
Tinley Park.
S.A.M. Assembly 106—Second Monday, The
Timbers, 1100 N. River Rd., Shorewood.
S.A.M. Assembly 148—Third Monday,
Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, 314
W. Valette St., Elmhurst.
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Works in Progress

TBD

Pending Lecture

Mar 20

Apr 17

May*

President - Mike Kamlet (312) 213 - 3001
Vice President - Alec Schraegle (312) 259 - 8632
Secretary - John Hutsebaut (847) 337 - 9761

Treasurer - Kevin Owens (312) 929 - 3644
Board Member - Terrence Hunter (773) 802 - 8348
Board Member - Kristen Kaniewski

IBM Ring 43 Board of Directors

Dedicated to teaching its members to become better magical entertainers!

President - Mike Kamlet (312) 213 - 3001
Vice President - Alec Schraegle (312) 259 - 8632
Secretary - John Hutsebaut (847) 337 - 9761

IBM Ring 43 Board of Directors

Jason Harvey
John Mussman
Kevin Owens

New Members: Tony & Arlene
George


