
 and double-backers. These humble gaffs have been responsible for some of the strongest effects in magic
history, and this meeting is all about unlocking their full potential.  We’re asking members to come ready to
share, whether it’s a polished routine or even an idea you’ve been meaning to explore. Think color changes
that feel impossible, transpositions that defy logic, or packet effects that leave spectators completely
disoriented (in the best way). This is a chance to not only learn new material, but to see how others think
about structure, deception, and presentation when working with these unique tools.

If you’ve never explored double-facers or double-backers before, this is the perfect opportunity to start. And if
you already use them, come show us something that inspires. Either way, expect a night filled with clever
methods, strong magic, and plenty of “why didn’t I think of that?” moments.  Check out page 5 to learn about
this month’s front table.

Inside this issue, you’ll find a recap of last month’s Works in
Progress night, where members brought developing routines to
the table and invited feedback in one of our most valuable
formats. You’ll also find another thoughtful installment of Prez
Says, offering insight into Chicago’s newest magic venue, The
Hand and the Eye, along with a fascinating Member Spotlight that
reflects on the life and contributions of John Brown Cook, a
reminder of the rich legacy we’re part of. 

Looking ahead, we’re especially excited for this month’s meeting:
“A Double-Trouble Session.” This is your invitation to dive into one
of a deceptively powerful tools in card magic, double-facers

Last Month:  Works In Progress
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The Month & Upcoming

A Double-Trouble Session
Next Meeting:  Friday, 
April 17th, at 7:00 pm 

@ Magic Inc

John Hutsebaut had a volunteer freely select a card (JS). He
then tore a corner off the card in order to mark it. As he
massaged the corner in his hand smoke began to rise. He
inhaled the smoke and then opened his hand to show it was
empty. He then reached into his mouth and pulled out the
missing corner! John then explained how to do the smoke
effect and how to force the card. He also showed a Mylar Chop
cup and explained how to make one.

Edwin Vargas picked Terrence to assist. He had Terrence pick
a card Edwin had a wind up toy chicken which was his
assistant who would help him find the card. Edwin spread the
cards around the table and the chicken hopped around and
stopped on one card which proved to be the card Terrence
had chosen.

Our program for the March meeting was Works In Progress. Members were invited to show off a new trick
or something they were working on and members could offer suggestions or helpful advice.

Our May meeting will be a lecture and our June meeting is our annual Close Up Contest. In September
we are having Tarbell Night, honoring Harlan Tarbell.    The meeting began with a front Table by Terrence
Hunter. Terrence taught The Newspaper Tear. He showed two versions, with a normal sized newspaper
and the smaller papers that are becoming more popular these days.
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Kevin Sowizol chose Kristen Kaniewski to assist. He had her pick
a card (7D) and read his prediction which said “You will not
pick the Joker”. After everybody laughed Kevin showed that
every card in the deck (except hers) was, indeed, a joker.

Terrence again stepped up and pulled out a mini-Boom Box. He
said he was becoming a Tik Tok influencer. Two volunteers
picked slips from a plastic envelope. One chose “donut” and
the other chose Legos. Rather than reveal the donut, Terrence
showed a lemon. The lemon turned into a wadded up piece of
yellow paper which he unwrapped to show a chocolate donut.
He also did Spooning Around where a spoon appeared and
later turned into a fork.

Brad Davidson did Three Card Monte with four cards. He fanned
three cards and set one on the table. Each time the money card
(AD) vanished from the fan and appeared on the table. For the
last round, the card on the table was blank and the three cards in
the fan were all Ace of Diamonds.

John Sturk picked John Mussman and had him peek a card. Next
Ian peeked a card and finally Ed picked a card. John then
analyzed the three volunteers and called out three cards which
were the three chosen cards! (In Flight by David Regal)

Paco Perez went next and picked Kristen to assist. He showed two
decks and Kristen chose the blue decks. After eliminating all but
two of the cards from each deck, Paco showed his prediction
which said everybody is talking about 6/7.

Mike Kamlet showed a card effect. Two people chose cards and Mike found the four Aces. He dealt
the two black Aces onto the table and they turned into the two red Aces. He then fanned the two
Aces and the selected cards appeared sandwiched between them! Mike then showed another
variation of Any Card At Any Number.

Asher Schulman performed Twisted Sisters by John Bannon. Two four card packets, one red backed
and the other blue backed were placed face down on the table. Asher said they were the four
queens. He had one volunteer name a black queen and one name a red queens and said he would
cause the selected Queens to jump to the opposite packet. He then spread the packets and the
chosen Queens were shown to be face up in the opposite package.

After the meeting some members adjourned to Primo Chukies Mexican Restaurant for additional fun
and fellowship.
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Member Spotlight

John Brown Cook (1908-1978)

John became interested in magic at eight years old but
was not very good. A few years later a friend showed him
a copy of Erdnase's The Expert at the Card Table, and he
discovered he had a fair aptitude for card sleights. He
then he met Dorny, who brought him to an S. A. M.
meeting, and the magic bug really took over. He later
befriended Cardini when Cardini was performing in
Chicago. John graduated with honors as a from
Dartmouth College as a physics major.

Cook’s “day job” was being the president of the Whitney
Blake Company, a several million-dollar company
making plastic and rubber-covered wire for the
telephone and power companies as well as the
president of the Reliable Electric Company of Chicago
which makes more than 10,000 individual parts
associated with the telephone and power business. In his
“spare time” he was the director of a downtown Chicago
bank and president of Koiled Kords, Inc. and was also a
pilot. John held a dozen patents. He was also a wine
connoisseur and once owned a vineyard in France. But
most of all, he enjoyed performing magic.

John was the S.A.M. convention chairman in 1940 producing the biggest and most successful
convention for the S. A. M. showing that busy men can find the time to further the art of magic. To join
the Bohemian Club of San Francisco, an organization of artists and performers he of many kinds, he
made an elephant disappear.

 He made many contributions to the field of magic, including co-authoring Gems of Mental Magic
(with Arthur Buckley) and was a National Vice President of the Society of American Magicians.  
Cook was involved in other civic activities including The Founders of the Music Center of Los Angeles
and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. He was a Trustee of The Los Angeles County Museum of
Natural History, the California State University and Colleges Foundation, Scripps College, the American
Institute of Nautical Archeology, and The Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth College just to
name a few. 

Scan the QR Code 
below to learn more  

Use the
code
mum
save
50%!!!

Magic Inc’s very own Pedro joins Magic Mondays on 4/20!!



The 41st Annual Knights of Sleights  Magic Flea Market

This is the largest flea market of its kind in the Midwest. This annual event will be
held at the Elm West (Formerly the Diplomat West) Banquet Hall 681 W. North

Ave. on the north-west corner of RT 83 and North Ave in Elmhurst IL . The Magic
Flea Market will be held on Wednesday May 20TH, 2026 doors open at 7PM.

General admission is $10.00.

The Hand and the Eye

The Hand and the Eye held a pre-
opening event April 1 . While many of
Chicago’s magicians were there, I
spotted lots of out-of-towners
including: Gay Blackstone, Aaron Fisher,
Paul Gertner, Nathan Kranzo, Jonathan
Levitt, Bill Malone, Jason Michaels (IBM
President Elect), Dani Da’Ortiz and Todd
Robbins and I’m sure I missed a bunch.

st

The venue has multiple theaters
including a performance bar area that
was decorated way over-the-top (not
with magic items) as well as many
other bars all over the venue.

Prez Says...

The owner, Jeff Kaylor, Nick Locapo, and others spoke a little about the venue. They also spoke about
how the goal is to experience magic (and not focus on anything else – which is why they placed
stickers across everyone’s phone camera at the front door). Performances included a bubble act
that was incredible, FISM winners – Mind2Mind, and Michael Ammar. Garrett Thomas and Dan Harlan
performed in the bar area.  This requires confirmation, but rumor has it Garrett Thomas will remain in
Chicago as a resident magician at the venue

There is a magic shop/gift shop near the exit that is decorated with magic posters/photos, but most
of the venue is not magic themed (unlike the Magic Castle).  

It’s still unclear how visitors will attend shows/dinner or how membership will work, but we’re looking
forward to this new venue.
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Events Calendar

1838 W Lawrence Ave. Chicago, IL 60640
*Meeting date may be different from our normal 3

Friday of the month, on Tuesday

rd

Meeting location is graciously
hosted by 

Chicago Magic Lounge - Shows Every Night! 
chicagomagiclounge.com.
Coin Magic Study Group - Work through the
classic coin magic book, Bobo’s Modern Coin
Magic, on the second Saturday of every
month from 2 pm - 4 pm.
Magic Inc. - Support your local magic shop! 
For more info, call 773-334-2855 or
magicinc.net.
Club Meetings:
S.A.M. Assembly 3—At Magic Inc, first Monday
of the month 6:30pm.
www.magicalchicago.com 
Conjurer’s Corner Magic Club—Fourth
Monday, Mr. Beef & Pizza, 1796 S. Elmhurst Rd.,
Mt. Prospect. 
Magic Masters—Fourth Wednesday, The
Station Pub & Restaurant, 6657 South Street,
Tinley Park.
S.A.M. Assembly 106—Second Monday, The
Timbers, 1100 N. River Rd., Shorewood.
S.A.M. Assembly 148—Third Monday,
Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, 314
W. Valette St., Elmhurst.
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A Double-Trouble Session

Nathan Kranzo Lecture

Apr 17

May 12*

President - Mike Kamlet (312) 213 - 3001
Vice President - Alec Schraegle (312) 259 - 8632
Secretary - John Hutsebaut (847) 337 - 9761

Treasurer - Kevin Owens (312) 929 - 3644
Board Member - Terrence Hunter (773) 802 - 8348
Board Member - Kristen Kaniewski

IBM Ring 43 Board of Directors

Dedicated to teaching its members to become better magical entertainers!

President - Mike Kamlet (312) 213 - 3001
Vice President - Alec Schraegle (312) 259 - 8632
Secretary - John Hutsebaut (847) 337 - 9761

IBM Ring 43 Board of Directors

Nancy Anderson
John Hutsebaut
Mike Kamlet
Fred Lane
Tom Richards

Close Up CompetiitionJun 19

This month we’re putting Tenyo in the
spotlight at the front table. These are
the kinds of tricks that remind you why
you fell in love with magic in the first
place, clever, visual, and just plain fun
to play with. 

We’ll have a few on hand, but if you’ve
got a Tenyo piece (old or new), bring it
along and show it off. No pressure, just
a chance to share and see what
others have been holding onto.
There’s a good chance you’ll leave
wanting to dig yours back out, or start
hunting for one you’ve never seen
before.

APRIL FRONT TABLE


	Kevin Sowizol chose Kristen Kaniewski to assist. He had her pick a card (7D) and read his prediction which said “You will not pick the Joker”. After everybody laughed Kevin showed that every card in the deck (except hers) was, indeed, a joker.
	Terrence again stepped up and pulled out a mini-Boom Box. He said he was becoming a Tik Tok influencer. Two volunteers picked slips from a plastic envelope. One chose “donut” and the other chose Legos. Rather than reveal the donut, Terrence showed a lemon. The lemon turned into a wadded up piece of yellow paper which he unwrapped to show a chocolate donut. He also did Spooning Around where a spoon appeared and later turned into a fork.
	Brad Davidson did Three Card Monte with four cards. He fanned three cards and set one on the table. Each time the money card (AD) vanished from the fan and appeared on the table. For the last round, the card on the table was blank and the three cards in the fan were all Ace of Diamonds.
	John Sturk picked John Mussman and had him peek a card. Next Ian peeked a card and finally Ed picked a card. John then analyzed the three volunteers and called out three cards which were the three chosen cards! (In Flight by David Regal)
	Paco Perez went next and picked Kristen to assist. He showed two decks and Kristen chose the blue decks. After eliminating all but two of the cards from each deck, Paco showed his prediction which said everybody is talking about 6/7.
	Mike Kamlet showed a card effect. Two people chose cards and Mike found the four Aces. He dealt the two black Aces onto the table and they turned into the two red Aces. He then fanned the two Aces and the selected cards appeared sandwiched between them! Mike then showed another variation of Any Card At Any Number.
	Asher Schulman performed Twisted Sisters by John Bannon. Two four card packets, one red backed and the other blue backed were placed face down on the table. Asher said they were the four queens. He had one volunteer name a black queen and one name a red queens and said he would cause the selected Queens to jump to the opposite packet. He then spread the packets and the chosen Queens were shown to be face up in the opposite package.
	After the meeting some members adjourned to Primo Chukies Mexican Restaurant for additional fun and fellowship.
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